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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-21 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closest prior art, 
Kitsukawa et al. (US 6,282,713 B1) teaches receiving both program and advertising data and 
displaying both program and advertising data if user selects an advertisement mode, and 
storing the advertising data for viewing later if user select a stored advertisement mode. 
Kitsukawa fails to teach or fairly suggest the limitations "the control unit also generating as an 
output reproducing instructions based on the operator input; a reproducing unit that receives as 
inputs the combined output from the receiving processing unit and the operator-selected 
advertisement information and reproducing instructions from the control unit" as recited in claim 
1 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 35-38 is withdrawn in view of the Kitsukawa 
reference and the newly discovered reference to Campbell, Jr. Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference(s) follow. 



Claim Objections 

3. Claim 35 is objected to because of the following informalities: it seems that the terms "at 
least one selected portion" in lines 14-15 refer to "at least one selected portion of the 
advertisement information". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 



Application/Control Number: 09/697,503 
Art Unit: 2611 



Page 3 



5. Claims 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Claim 35 is indefinite because there is no antecedent basis for the limitation "the current 
broadcast program and advertisement information" in lines 19-20. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kitsukawa et al. 
(US 6,282,713 61). 

Regarding claim 35, Kitsukawa teaches a system for selectively experiencing broadcast 
program and advertisement information (see abstract) comprising: 

receiving means (20 and 24) for receiving a broadcast stream that includes both 
program information and advertisement information (see col. 5, lines 19-27 and figure 3), 
generating a combined stream that includes both the program information and the 
advertisement information as they are broadcast (for displaying the advertising information 
along with the television program broadcast - see col. 7, lines 27-40), and generating an ad- 
only stream that includes only the advertisement information (for storing and displaying the 
stored advertising information later - see col. 7, lines 45-54); 
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storage means (51) for receiving the ad-only stream and storing the advertisement 
information contained therein (see figure 3 and col. 5, lines 44-46); 

control means (29) for fetching at least one selected portion of the advertisement 
information stored in the storage means in accordance with user input (via 39 & 40 or remote 
controller - see col. 5, lines 58-67), and sending the at least one selected portion with a control 
signal in accordance with the user input (for example, when the user wishes to display 
advertising information on the screen, CPU 29 sends a control signal to DRAM 25a of decoder 
25 for subsequent output to the screen - see col. 6, lines 5-18); and 

producing means (26-28 and 30-31) for producing final output that can be at least one of 
heard and viewed by the user, wherein the final output is either the combined stream 
representing the current broadcast program and advertisement information or at least one 
selected portion of the advertisement information as determined by the control signal from the 
control means (the user selects either an advertisement mode or a stored advertisement mode, 
the CPU processes certain data to control the generation of the advertising information along 
with the television program or storing of the advertising information for presentation at a later 
time - see col. 5, line 55 to col. 6, line 18; col. 6, line 65 to col. 7, line 13; col. 7, lines 27-38 and 
45-49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 36 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kitsukawa et al. (US 6,282,71 3 B1 ). 
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Regarding claim 36, Kitsukawa teaches that the broadcast stream received by the 
receiving means is digital and the ad-only stream is digital (see col. 5, lines 12-16 and 29-31). 
Kitsukawa does not teach the combined stream is analog. Official Notice is taken that 
broadcasting data or signal in analog format is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Kitsukawa by distributing data or signal in analog format to accommodate different 
receivers of a plurality of the users. 

Regarding claim 37, Kitsukawa teaches that the at least one selected portion (i.e., CPU 
formulates the format and other digital data which forms the associated information on the 
screen) sent from the control means to the producing means is sent digitally (see col. 6, lines 
13-18). 

10. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kitsukawa et al. 
(US 6,282,713 B1) in view of Campbell, Jr. (US 5,396,624 A). 

Regarding claim 38, Kitsukawa teaches the storage means (51) (see figure 3). 
Kitsukawa does not teach the storage means is arranged as a memory stack and oldest 
advertisement information stored at a bottom of the memory stack is disposed of if the memory 
stack is full when it is time to add a new the advertisement information. However, Campbell 
teaches that a memory is broken into a number of stacks so that the stacks operates in a push 
down manner and wherein the newest entry is added at the top of the stack and the last entry is 
dropped off the bottom of the track. When the list is full, the oldest entry can be deleted to make 
room for the most current entry (see col. 7, lines 45-52 and col. 5, lines 56-58). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Kitsukawa by storing data in memory stack so that the most recent data is 
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on a top of memory stack and deleting the oldest data when the memory stack is full as taught 
by Campbell in order to easily update date and make room for the newest data. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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